1284 Time Measurement and Calendars

CHRISTIAN CALENDAR

In the Christian chronological system the years are
distinguished by cardinal numbers before or after the
birth of Christ, the period being denoted by the letters
BC (Before Christ) or, more rarely, AC (Ante Christum),
and AD (Anno Domini — In the Year of Our Lord). The
correlative dates of the epoch are the fourth year of the
194th Olympiad, the 753rd year from the foundation of
Rome, AM 3761 in Jewish chronology, and the 4714th
year of the Julian period. The actual date of the birth of
Christ is somewhat uncertain.

The system was introduced into Italy in the sixth
century. Though first used in France in the seventh
century, it was not universally established there until
about the eighth century. It has been said that the system
was introduced into England by St Augustine (AD 596),
but it was probably not generally used until some
centuries later. It was ordered to be used by the bishops at
the Council of Chelsea (AD 816).

THE JULIAN CALENDAR

In the Julian calendar (adopted by the Roman Empire in 45
BC) all the centennial years were leap years, and for this
reason towards the close of the 16th century there was a
difference of ten days between the tropical and calendar
years; the equinox fell on 11 March of the calendar,
whereas at the time of the Council of Nicaea (AD 325), it
had fallen on 21 March. In 1582 Pope Gregory ordained
that 5 October should be called 15 October and that of the
end-century years only the fourth should be a leap year.

THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR
The Gregorian calendar was adopted by Italy, France,
Spain and Portugal in 1582, by Prussia, the Roman
Catholic German states, Switzerland, Holland and
Flanders on 1 January 1583, by Poland in 1586, Hungary
in 1587, the Protestant German and Netherland states
and Denmark in 1700, and by Great Britain and its
Dominions (including the North American colonies) in
1752, by the omission of 11 days (3 September being
reckoned as 14 September). Sweden omitted the leap day
in 1700 but observed leap days in 1704 and 1708, and
reverted to the Julian calendar by having two leap days in
1712; the Gregorian calendar was adopted in 1753 by
the omission of 11 days (18 February being reckoned
as 1 March). Japan adopted the calendar in 1872, China in
1912, Bulgaria in 1915, Turkey and Soviet Russiain 1918,
Yugoslavia and Romania in 1919, and Greece in 1923.
In the same year that the change was made in England
from the Julian to the Gregorian calendar, the beginning
of the new year was also changed from 25 March to 1
January.

THE ORTHODOX CHURCHES

Some Orthodox churches still use the Julian reckoning
but the majority of Greek Orthodox churches and the
Romanian Orthodox Church have adopted a modified
‘New Calendar’, observing the Gregorian calendar for
fixed feasts and the Julian for movable feasts.

The Orthodox Church year begins on 1 September.
There are four fast periods and, in addition to Pascha
(Easter), twelve great feasts, as well as numerous
commemorations of the saints of the Old and New
Testaments throughout the year.

THE DOMINICAL LETTER
The dominical letter is one of the letters A~G which are

used to denote the Sundays in successive years. If the first
day of the year is a Sunday the letter is A; if the second, B;
the third, C; and so on. A leap year requires two letters,
the first for 1 January to 29 February, the second for 1
March to 31 December.

EPIPHANY

The feast of the Epiphany, commemorating the
manifestation of Christ, later became associated with the
offering of gifts by the Magi. The day was of great
importance from the time of the Council of Nicaea (AD
325), as the primate of Alexandria was charged at every
Epiphany feast with the announcement in a letter to the
churches of the date of the forthcoming Easter. The day
was also of importance in Britain as it influenced dates,
ecclesiastical and lay, eg Plough Monday, when work was
resumed in the fields, fell on the Monday in the first full
week after Epiphany.

LENT

The Teutonic word Lent, which denotes the fast preceding
Easter, originally meant no more than the spring season;
but from Anglo-Saxon times, at least, it has been used as
the equivalent of the more significant Latin term
Quadragesima, meaning the ‘forty days’ or, more literally,
the fortieth day. Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent,
which ends at midnight before Easter Day.

PALM SUNDAY

Palm Sunday, the Sunday before Easter and the beginning
of Holy Week, commemorates the triumphal entry of
Christ into Jerusalem and is celebrated in Britain (when
palm is not available) by branches of willow gathered for
use in the decoration of churches on that day.

MAUNDY THURSDAY

Maundy Thursday is the day before Good Friday, the
name itself being a corruption of dies mandati (day of the
mandate) when Christ washed the feet of the disciples and
gave them the mandate to love one another.

EASTER DAY

Easter Day is the first Sunday after the full moon which
happens on, or next after, the 21st day of March; if the
full moon happens on a Sunday, Easter Day is the Sunday
after.

This definition is contained in an Act of Parliament (24
Geo. II c. 23) and explanation is given in the preamble to
the Act that the day of full moon depends on certain
tables that have been prepared. These tables are
summarised in the early pages of the Book of Common
Prayer. The moon referred to is not the real moon of the
heavens, but a hypothetical moon on whose ‘full’ the date
of Easter depends, and the lunations of this ‘calendar’
moon consist of 29 and 30 days alternately, with certain
necessary modifications to make the date of its full agree
as nearly as possible with that of the real moon, which is
known as the Paschal Full Moon.

A FIXED EASTER

In 1928 the House of Commons agreed to a motion for
the third reading of a bill proposing that Easter Day shall,
in the calendar year next but one after the commencement
of the Act and in all subsequent years, be the first Sunday
after the second Saturday in April. Easter would thus fall
on the second or third Sunday in April, ie between 9 and
15 April (inclusive). A clause in the bill provided that
before it shall come into operation, regard shall be had to



any opinion expressed officially by the various Christian
churches. Efforts by the World Council of Churches to
secure a unanimous choice of date for Easter by its
member churches have so far been unsuccessful.

ROGATION DAYS

Rogation Days are the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday
preceding Ascension Day and from the fifth century were
observed as public fasts with solemn processions and
supplications. The processions were discontinued as
religious observances at the Reformation, but survive in
the ceremony known as ‘beating the parish bounds’.
Rogation Sunday is the Sunday before Ascension Day.

EMBER DAYS

The Ember days occur on the Wednesday, Friday and
Saturday of the same week, four times a year. Used for the

MOVEABLE FEASTS TO THE YEAR 2035
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ordination of clergy, these days are set aside for fasting
and prayer. The weeks in which they fall are: (a) after the
third Sunday in Advent, (b) before the second Sunday in
Lent, (c) before Trinity Sunday and (d) after Holy Cross
day.

TRINITY SUNDAY
Trinity Sunday is eight weeks after Easter Day, on the
Sunday following Pentecost (Whit Sunday). Subsequent
Sundays are reckoned in the Book of Common Prayer
calendar of the Church of England as ‘after Trinity’.
Thomas Becket (1118-70) was consecrated
Archbishop of Canterbury on the Sunday after Whit
Sunday and his first act was to ordain that the day of his
consecration should be held as a new festival in honour of
the Holy Trinity. This observance spread from Canterbury
throughout the whole of Christendom.

Year Ash Easter Ascension Pentecost Advent
Wednesday (Whit Sunday) Sunday
2010 17 February 4 April 13 May 23 May 28 November
2011 9 March 24 April 2 June 12 June 27 November
2012 22 February 8 April 17 May 27 May 2 December
2013 13 February 31 March 9 May 19 May 1 December
2014 5 March 20 April 29 May 8 June 30 November
2015 18 February 5 April 14 May 24 May 29 November
2016 10 February 27 March 5 May 15 May 27 November
2017 1 March 16 April 25 May 4 June 3 December
2018 14 February 1 April 10 May 20 May 2 December
2019 6 March 21 April 30 May 9 June 1 December
2020 26 February 12 April 21 May 31 May 29 November
2021 17 February 4 April 13 May 23 May 28 November
2022 2 March 17 April 26 May 5 June 27 November
2023 22 February 9 April 18 May 28 May 3 December
2024 14 February 31 March 9 May 19 May 1 December
2025 5 March 20 April 29 May 8 June 30 November
2026 18 February 5 April 14 May 24 May 29 November
2027 10 February 28 March 6 May 16 May 28 November
2028 1 March 16 April 25 May 4 June 3 December
2029 14 February 1 April 10 May 20 May 2 December
2030 6 March 21 April 30 May 9 June 1 December
2031 26 February 13 April 22 May 1 June 30 November
2032 11 February 28 March 6 May 16 May 28 November
2033 2 March 17 April 26 May 5 June 27 November
2034 22 February 9 April 18 May 28 May 3 December
2035 7 February 25 March 3 May 13 May 2 December
NOTES

Ash Wednesday (first day in Lent) can fall at earliest on 4
February and at latest on 10 March

Mothering Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) can fall at
earliest on 1 March and at latest on 4 April

Easter Day can fall at earliest on 22 March and at latest
on 25 April

Ascension Day is forty days after Easter Day and can fall
at earliest on 30 April and at latest on 3 June

Pentecost (Whit Sunday) is seven weeks after Easter and
can fall at earliest on 10 May and at latest on 13 June

Trinity Sunday is the Sunday after Whit Sunday

Corpus Christi falls on the Thursday after Trinity
Sunday

Sundays after Pentecost— there are not less than 18 and not
more than 23

Advyent Sunday is the Sunday nearest to 30 November
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EASTER DAYS AND DOMINICAL LETTERS 1500 TO 2035
Dates up to and including 1752 are according to the Julian calendar. For dominical letters in leap years, see note below

1500-1599 1600-1699 1700-1799 1800-1899 1900-1999 2000-2035
March
d 22 1573 1668 1761 1818
e 23 1505/16 1600 1788 1845/56 1913 2008
f 24 1611/95 1706/99 1940
g 25 1543/54 1627/38/49 1722/33/44 1883/94 1951 2035
A 26 1559/70/81/92 1654/65/76 1749/58/69/80 1815/26/37 1967/78/89
b 27 1502/13/24/97 1608/87/92 1785/96 1842/53/64 1910/21/32 2005/16
C 28  1529/35/40 1619/24/30 1703/14/25 1869/75/80 1937/48 2027/32
d 29 1551/62 1635/46/57 1719/30/41/52  1807/12/91 1959/64/70
e 30 1567/78/89 1651/62/73/84 1746/55/66/77 1823/34 1902/75/86/97
f 31 1510/21/32/83/94 1605/16/78/89 1700/71/82/93  1839/50/61/72 1907/18/29/91 2002/13/24
April
g 1 1526/37/48 1621/32 171116 1804/66/77/88 1923/34/45/56 2018/29
A 2 1553/64 1643/48 1727/38 1809/20/93/99 1961/72
b 3 1575/80/86 1659/70/81 1743/63/68/74 1825/31/36 1904/83/88/94
C 4 1507/18/91 1602/13/75/86/97 1708/79/90 1847/58 1915/20/26/99 2010/21
d 5 1523/34/45/56 1607/18/29/40 1702/13/24/95 1801/63/74/85/96 1931/42/53 2015/26
e 6 1539/50/61/72 1634/45/56 1729/35/40/60  1806/17/28/90 1947/58/69/80
f 7 1504/77/88 1667/72 1751/65/76 1822/33/44 1901/12/85/96
g 8 1509/15/20/99 1604/10/83/94 1705/87/92/98  1849/55/60 1917/28 2007/12
A 9 1531/42 1615/26/37/99 1710/21/32 1871/82 1939/44/50 2023/34
b 10  1547/58/69 1631/42/53/64 1726/37/48/57  1803/14/87/98 1955/66/77
C 1 1501/12/63/74/85/96 1658/69/80 1762/73/84 1819/30/41/52 1909/71/82/93 2004
d 12 1506/17/28 1601/12/91/96 1789 1846/57/68 1903/14/25/36/98 2009/20
e 13 1533/44 1623/28 1707/18 1800/73/79/84 1941/52 2031
f 14 1555/60/66 1639/50/61 1723/34/45/54  1805/11/16/95 1963/68/74
g 15 1571/82/93 1655/66/77/88 1750/59/70/81  1827/38 1900/06/79/90 2001
A 16 1503/14/25/36/87/98 1609/20/82/93 1704/75/86/97  1843/54/65/76 1911/22/33/95 2006/17/28
b 17 1530/41/52 1625/36 1715/20 1808/70/81/92 1927/38/49/60 2022/33
c 18 1557/68 1647/52 1731/42/56 1802/13/24/97 1954/65/76
d 19 1500/79/84/90 1663/74/85 1747/67/72/78  1829/35/40 1908/81/87/92
e 20 1511/22/95 1606/17/79/90 1701/12/83/94  1851/62 1919/24/30 2003/14/25
f 21 1527/38/49 1622/33/44 1717/28 1867/78/89 1935/46/57 2019/30
g 22 1565/76 1660 1739/53/64 1810/21/32 1962/73/84
A 23 1508 1671 1848 1905/16 2000
b 24 1519 1603/14/98 1709/91 1859 2011
C 25 1546 1641 1736 1886 1943

No dominical letter is placed against the intercalary day 29 February, but since it is still counted as a weekday and given a name, the series of letters moves

back one day every leap year after intercalation. Thus, a leap year beginning with the dominical letter C will change to a year with the dominical letter B on

1 March

HINDU CALENDAR

The Hindu calendar is a luni-solar calendar of 12
months, each containing 29 days, 12 hours. Each month
is divided into a light fortnight (Shukla or Shuddha) and a
dark fortnight (Krishna or Vadya) based on the waxing
and waning of the moon. In most parts of India the
month starts with the light fortnight, ie the day after
the new moon, although in some regions it begins with
the dark fortnight, ie the day after the full moon.

The new year according to the civil calendar begins in
the month of Chaitra (March/April) and ends in the
month of Phalgun (March). The 12 months — Chaitra,
Vaishakh, Jyeshtha, Ashadh, Shravan, Bhadrapad, Ashvin,
Kartik, Margashirsh, Paush, Magh and Phalgun — have
Sanskrit names derived from 12 asterisms (constellations).
There are regional variations to the names of the months
but the Sanskrit names are understood throughout India.

Every lunar month that has a solar transit is termed
pure (shuddha). The lunar month without a solar transit is
impure (mala) and called an intercalary month. An
intercalary month occurs approximately every 32 lunar
months, whenever the difference between the Hindu year
of 360 lunar days (354 days 8 hours solar time) and the

365 days 6 hours of the solar year reaches the length of
one Hindu lunar month (29 days 12 hours).

The leap month may be added at any point in the Hindu
year. The name given to the month varies according to
when it occurs but is taken from the month immediately
following it. There is no leap month in 2010.

The days of the week are called Raviwar (Sunday),
Somawar (Monday), Mangalwar (Tuesday), Budhawar
(Wednesday), Guruwar (Thursday), Shukrawar (Friday)
and Shaniwar (Saturday). The names are derived from the
Sanskrit names of the sun, the moon and five planets,
Mars, Mercury, Jupiter, Venus and Saturn.

Most fasts and festivals are based on the lunar
calendar but a few are determined by the apparent
movement of the sun, eg Sankranti and Pongal (in
southern India), which are celebrated on 14/15 January
to mark the start of the Sun’s apparent journey
northwards and a change of season.

Festivals celebrated throughout India are Chaitra (the
New Year), Raksha-bandhan (the renewal of the kinship
bond between brothers and sisters), Navaratri (a nine-
night festival dedicated to the goddess Parvati), Dasara
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(the victory of Rama over the demon army), Diwali (a
festival of lights), Makara Sankranti, Shivaratri (dedicated
to Shiva), and Holi (a spring festival). British Hindus
commonly celebrate the festival of Diwali as the start of the
new year instead of observing it at the beginning of Chaitra.

Regional festivals are Durga-puja (dedicated to the
goddess Durga (Parvati)), Sarasvati-puja (dedicated to the
goddess Sarasvati), Ganesh Chaturthi (worship of Ganesh
on the fourth day (Chaturthi) of the light half of Bhadrapad),
Ramanavami (the birth festival of the god Rama) and
Janmashtami (the birth festival of the god Krishna).

The main festivals celebrated in Britain are Navaratri,
Dasara, Durga-puja, Diwali, Holi, Sarasvati-puja, Ganesh
Chaturthi, Raksha-bandhan, Ramanavami and Janmas-
htami.

For dates of the main festivals in 2010, see page 9.

JEWISH CALENDAR

The story of the Flood in the Book of Genesis indicates
the use of a calendar of some kind and that the writers
recognised 30 days as the length of a lunation. However,
after the diaspora, Jewish communities were left in
considerable doubt as to the times of fasts and festivals.
This led to the formation of the Jewish calendar as used
today. It is said that this was done in AD 358 by Rabbi
Hillel II, though some assert that it did not happen until
much later.

The calendar is luni-solar, and is based on the lengths
of the lunation and of the tropical year as found by
Hipparchus (c.120 BC), which differ little from those
adopted at the present day. The year AM 5770 (2009-10)
is the 13th year of the 304th Metonic (Minor or Lunar)
cycle of 19 years and the 2nd year of the 207th Solar (or
Major) cycle of 28 years since the Era of the Creation.
Jews hold that the Creation occurred at the time of the
autumnal equinox in the year known in the Christian
calendar as 3760 BC (954 of the Julian period). The
epoch or starting point of Jewish chronology corresponds
to 7 October 3761 BC. At the beginning of each solar
cycle, the Tekufah of Nisan (the vernal equinox) returns to
the same day and to the same hour.

The hour is divided into 1,080 minims, and the month
between one new moon and the next is reckoned as 29
days 12 hours 793 minims. The normal calendar year,
called a regular common year, consists of 12 months of
30 days and 29 days alternately. Since 12 months such as
these comprise only 354 days, in order that each of them
shall not diverge greatly from an average place in the solar
year, a 13th month is occasionally added after the fifth
month of the civil year (which commences on the first day
of the month Tishri), or as the penultimate month of the
ecclesiastical year (which commences on the first day of
the month Nisan). The years when this happens are called
Embolismic or leap years.

Of the 19 years that form a Metonic cycle, seven are
leap years; they occur at places in the cycle indicated by
the numbers 3, 6, 8, 11, 14, 17 and 19, these places being
chosen so that the accumulated excesses of the solar years
should be as small as possible.

A Jewish year is of one of the following six types:

Minimal common 353 days
Regular common 354 days
Full common 355 days
Minimal leap 383 days
Regular leap 384 days
Full leap 385 days
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The regular year has alternate months of 30 and 29 days.
In a Full year Marcheshvan, the second month of the civil
year, has 30 days instead of 29; in minimal years Kislev,
the third month, has 29 instead of 30. The additional
month in leap years is called Adar Sheni and precedes the
month called Adar Rishon; the usual Adar festivals are
observed in Adar Sheni. In a leap year Adar I has 30 days,
in all other years it has 29. None of the variations
mentioned are allowed to change the number of days in
the other months, which still follow the alternation of the
normal 12.

These are the main features of the Jewish calendar,
which must be considered permanent because as a Jewish
law it cannot be altered except by a Great Sanhedrin.

The Jewish day begins between sunset and nightfall.
The time used is that of the meridian of Jerusalem, which
is 2h 21m in advance of Greenwich Mean Time. Rules for
the beginning of sabbaths and festivals were laid down
for the latitude of London in the 18th century and hours
for nightfall are fixed annually by the Chief Rabbi.

JEWISH CALENDAR 5770-71

AM 5770 is a full common year of 12 months, 51
sabbaths and 355 days. AM 5771 is a regular leap year
of 13 months, 55 sabbaths and 384 days.

AM 5770
19 September 2009

AM 5771
9 September

Month (length)
Tishri 1(30)
Marcheshvan 1

(30) 19 October 9 October
Kislev 1 (30) 18 November 8 November
Tebet 1(29) 18 December 8 December
Shebat 1 (30) 16 January 2010 6 January 2011

*Adar 11 (30)

TAdar 1(29/30) 15 February

Nisan 1 (30) 16 March
Iyar 1(29) 15 April
Sivan 1(30) 14 May
Tammuz 1(29) 13 June
Ab 1(30) 12 July
Elul 1(29) 11 August

* Additional month in leap years, known as Adar Sheni
T Known as Adar Rishon in leap years

JEWISH FASTS AND FESTIVALS
For dates of principal festivals in 2010, see page 9.

Tishri 1-2 Rosh Hashanah (New Year)

Tishri 3 *Fast of Gedaliah

Tishri 10 Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement)

Tishri 15-21  Succoth (Feast of Tabernacles)

Tishri 21 Hoshana Rabba

Tishri 22 Shemini Atseret (Solemn Assembly)

Tishri 23 Simchat Torah (Rejoicing of the Law)

Kislev 25 Hanukkah (Dedication of the Temple)
begins

Tebet 10 Fast of Tebet

tAdar 13 §Fast of Esther

tAdar 14 Purim

TAdar 15 Shushan Purim

Nisan 15-22  Pesach (Passover)

Sivan 6-7 Shavuoth (Feast of Weeks)

Tammuz 17 *Fast of Tammuz

Ab9 *Fast of Ab

* If these dates fall on the sabbath the fast is kept on the

following day

T Adar Sheni in leap years
§ This fast is observed on Adar 11 (or Adar Sheni 11 in leap
years) if Adar 13 falls on a sabbath
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MUSLIM CALENDAR

The Muslim era is dated from the Hijrah, or flight of the
Prophet Muhammad from Mecca to Medina, the
corresponding date of which in the Julian calendar is 16
July AD 622. The lunar hijri calendar is used principally
in Iran, Egypt, Malaysia, Pakistan, Mauritania, various
Arab states and certain parts of India. Iran uses the solar
hijri calendar as well as the lunar hijri calendar. The
dating system was adopted about AD 639, commencing
with the first day of the month Muharram.

The lunar calendar consists of 12 months containing an
alternate sequence of 30 and 29 days, with the
intercalation of one day at the end of the 12th month at
stated intervals in each cycle of 30 years. The object of the
intercalation is to reconcile the date of the first day of the
month with the date of the actual new moon.

Some adherents still take the date of the evening of the
first physical sighting of the crescent of the new moon as
that of the first of the month. If cloud obscures the moon
the present month may be extended to 30 days, after
which the new month will begin automatically regardless
of whether the moon has been seen. (Under religious law
a month must have less than 31 days.) This means that the
beginning of a new month and the date of religious
festivals can vary from the published calendars.

In each cycle of 30 years, 19 years are common and
contain 354 days, and 11 years are intercalary (leap years) of
355 days, the latter being called kabisah. The mean length
of the Hijrah years is 354 days 8 hours 48 minutes and the
period of mean lunation is 29 days 12 hours 44 minutes.

To ascertain if a year is common or kabisah, divide it by
30: the quotient gives the number of completed cycles and
the remainder shows the place of the year in the current
cycle. If the remainder is 2, 5, 7, 10, 13, 16, 18, 21, 24,
26 or 29, the year is kabisah and consists of 355 days.

MUSLIM CALENDAR 1431-32

Hijrah 1431 AH (remainder 21) is a kabisah year and
1432 (remainder 22) is a common year. Calendar dates
below are estimates based on calculations of moon phases.

Month (length)
Mubharram 1 (30)
Safar 1(29)
Rabi’ I'1(30)

1431 AH 1432 AH

28 December 2009 7 December
17 January 2010 6 January 2011
15 February

Rabi' I11(29) 17 March
Jumada 11(30) 15 April
Jumada IT 1(29) 15 May
Rajab 1 (30) 13 June
Sha’ban 1(29) 13 July
Ramadan 1(30) 11 August

Shawwal 1(29) 10 September

Dhu’l-Qada 1 (30) 9 October

Dhu'l-Hijjah 1
(30)

MUSLIM FESTIVALS

Ramadan is a month of fasting for all Muslims
because it is the month in which the revelation of the
Quy’an (Koran) began. During Ramadan, Muslims abstain
from food, drink and sexual pleasure from dawn until
after sunset throughout the month.

The two major festivals are Eid ul-Fitr and Eid ul-Adha.
Eid ul-Fitr marks the end of the Ramadan fast and is
celebrated on the day after the sighting of the new moon
of the following month. Eid ul-Adha, the festival of
sacrifice (also known as the great festival), celebrates the
submission of the Prophet Ibrahim (Abraham) to God.

8 November

Eid ul-Adha falls on the tenth day of Dhu'l-Hijjah,
coinciding with the day when those on hajj (pilgrimage to
Mecca) sacrifice animals.

Other days accorded special recognition are:

Muharram 1
Muharram 10

New Year’s Day

Ashura (the day Prophet Noah left
the Ark and Prophet Moses was
saved from Pharaoh (Sunni), the
death of the Prophet’s grandson
Husain (Shi’ite))

Mawlid ul-Nabi (birthday of the
Prophet Muhammad)

Rabi'u-I-Awwal
(Rabi’ 1) 12

Rajab 27 Laylat ul-Isra’ wa'l-Mi'raj (The Night
of Journey and Ascension)
Ramadan* Laylat ul-Qadr (Night of Power)

Dhu'l-Hijjah 10

* Moveable feast

Eid ul-Adha (Festival of Sacrifice)

For dates of the major celebrations in 2010, see page 9.

SIKH CALENDAR

The Sikh calendar is a lunar calendar of 365 days divided
into 12 months. The length of the months varies between
29 and 32 days.

There are no prescribed feast days and no fasting
periods. The main celebrations are Baisakhi Mela (the
new year and the anniversary of the founding of the
Khalsa), Diwali Mela (festival of light), Hola Mohalla
Mela (a spring festival held in the Punjab), and the
Gurpurbs (anniversaries associated with the ten Gurus).

For dates of the major celebrations in 2010, see page 9.

THAI CALENDAR

Thailand adopted the Suriyakati calendar, a modified
version of the Gregorian calendar during the reign of
King Rama V in 1888, using 1 April as the first day of the
year. In 1940 the date of the new year was changed to 1
January. The years are counted from the beginning of the
Buddhist era (BE), which is calculated to have commenced
upon the death of the Lord Buddha, taken to have
occurred in 543 BC, so AD 2010 is BE 2553. The
Chinese system of associating years with one of twelve
animals is also in use in Thailand. The Chantarakati lunar
calendar is used to determine religious holidays; the new
year begins on the first day of the waxing moon in
November or, if there is a leap month, in December.

CIVIL AND LEGAL CALENDAR

THE HISTORICAL YEAR

Before 1752, two calendar systems were used in England.
The civil or legal year began on 25 March and the
historical year on 1 January. Thus the civil or legal date 24
March 1658 was the same day as the historical date 24
March 1659; a date in that portion of the year is written
as 24 March 1658/9, the earlier date showing the civil or
legal year.

THE NEW YEAR

In England in the seventh century, and as late as the 13th,
the year was reckoned from Christmas Day, but in the
12th century the Church in England began the year with
the feast of the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin (‘Lady
Day’) on 25 March, and this practice was adopted
generally in the 14th century. The civil or legal year in the
British dominions (exclusive of Scotland) began with



